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RM Xvi. 41. 


Bu on the morrom all the Congregatiqn of 

the Children of J ſrael mir mured a- 

_ gainſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, ſay- 

| ing, Te have killed the People of 
a 4 Fe Lord. 


HA the Obſervations 1 pro- 
poſe to make from this Paflage, 
may appear Juſt and True, and 
the Application of each of them 
prove the more Effectual upon = 
the Hearts of an Aſſembly, the P 
Defigr of whoſe Meeting here, is, the Honour : 
of their Religigp, and the Proſecution of thoſe 
Laws whereon depend the deareſt Intereſts 
of their Country and Conſtitution : It will be 
needful to recapitulate the foregoing Tranſ- 
actions that were introductory to the Jet. 
The Hraelitiſß Government, both in Church 
and State, was now, Land ſo continued for 2 
long time after 5 the immediate Dire- 1 
ction of GOD himſelf, Every material m_ . 


d 


6 The Wiſdom of 4 Government, in 

of Adminiſtration ' proceeded upon expreſs Or- 
der from Heaven. By Virtue: of, this, Moſes 
was the Chief Governor in Civil Matters ; and, 
purſuant'to the ſame Authority, he conſtitut 
his Brother Aaron High- Prieſt, andi his Family 
the ſole Miniſters in the Prieſthj- Office; while 
the reſt of the Tribe, | from which they both 
originally ſprung, ] were TI inferior At- 


tendants, under Them, in Holy Things. 
Korah, a Man of conſiderable Family and 
Figure in the ſame Tribe with Moſes and Aaron, 
[and Couſin- German to them both, ] thinking 
himſelf undervalu'd, by being left à meer Le- 
vite, [and not one of the Heads of them nei- 
ther, J ſhut out of the poſſibility of arriving 
to the Prieſthood, by the preſent Settlement; 
reſolves upon advancing himſelf, by obliging 
them to change their Meaſures, or ping them 
down , from their Authority. But, rightly 
foreſeeing the Difficulty of compaſſing an Al- 
teration in the Church, without one in the 
State, he procures Dathan and Abiram, &c. 
x, A the Tribe of Reuben, | Eldeſt 
— ** Deſcendant of 7 20 to join 
with him, in Conſpiring againſt Moſes for the 
Civil Dignity, while he did ti fame againſt 
Aaron for the Prieſthood. The one of theſe 
Incendiaries ' proceeded upon the foot of He- 
reditary Indefeaſible Right, [a thing which, 
we fee, God inſiſted not then upon, in the 
Government of his own peculiar People; ] the 
| other founds his Complaint upon 
needlefs and arbitrary Partiality 
2 in 


— Ver. 3513s, 


in the Diſtribution of Preferments ; the Pre- 
tences of both centring in Redreſs of G rieuances, 


and rectify ing Male-Admim/tration. 
This Calumny, deliver'd in plauſible Terms, 
ther'd as it went, and ſoon ripen d into a 
Mutiny. Korah was back d by Two „ 
hundred and fifty of the Principal 1 8 
Levites, that put in with him for Candidates 
for the Priefthood ; while Dat han and Abiram 
had made a Formidable Party a- Ea 
mongſt the Laity. In a full Body, 7 
with Korah at the Head of them, as 
theſe Mutineers croud up to the Tabernacle z 
they tax Moſes with Ambitious and Unjuſtifia- 
ble Defigns upon the Rights and Properties of 
the Nation ; with aggrandizing himſelf and his 
Family, by neglecting ſuch as were not only E- 
guals, but even Elders and Superiors; and which, 
they ſaid, aggravated the Miſcarriage, all this un- 
der Pretence of the Direction of GOD, and 
the Publick Good : In fine, demanded he 
would change his Methods, or both- he and 
his Brother lay down, and give Place to ho- 


neſter Men. | 
Moſes, under all the Apprehenſion and Re- 
ſentment fuch Uſage muſt juſtly raiſe in the 
calmeſt Breaſt, was not at a loſs for proper 
Meaſures of Behaviour in ſo difficult a Juncture: 
He brings his Cauſe to be righted by him from 
whom he received his — z and, having 
conſulted GO DT upon it, beſpeaks. _ , 
the Heads of the Faction to this Ef. 
ſect; © That, as to his Diſpoſal of the = 
cc 


diftributing Puniſhment or Mercy, Rec. 7 


8 m. ge- — — 
« hood, _Korah could not but all 
ro hr, ww « it a reaſonable Propoſal, that, 25 — 
n Aaron pretended to Poſſeſſion of 
that Holy Character purely a Divine 
Choice, the Cauſe ſhould be caſt upon the 
ce {ame Suffrage over again ; that Aaron, wget all 
ce the New Pretenders, ſhould next. Day appear 
<« at the Tabernacle, and officiate as Priefts ; 
. and let GOD, (ſays be) as he has pro- 
« miſed to do, by ſome viſible Token, rati- 
4 fy his own Act, or elſe declare anew who 
« he will chuſe for his own Miniſters. 

Then, as to the Civi/ Power, or any Inſtance 
of his Abuſe. of it, he deſires of his Competi- 
tors in that Matter, to do him and their GOD 
the Juſtice of ſuffering him to. decide that 

Part of the Controverſy the ſame 
ea. Way, to let GOD Elect his Ma- 
| ſtrate. as well as his Prieſt ; aſſuring them 
the Patience of One Day's Time would give 
ample Satisfaction to them, and to the whole 
Nation. Korah was not ſo hardy as to refuſe 

the Propoſal ; but Dathan and Abi- 

* 2 ram, giddy with the Hopes of Power, 

' 1+ rejected-alt Overtures, call Moſes an 

Uſurper, — refuſe fo much as to. treat - 
ſpeak; with him. 

The Cauſe was nou wholly: ale out of 

Tipe Moſes his Hands, he gives it in- 
28 25 tirely up to G 6 D, and follows 

his Directions. GO D tells him, 
the juſteſt, and ſhorteſt, and moſt exemplary 
Yr wah ſuch Audacious Offenders, one 


* * 


tribbing Pagen or Mercy, ke. 3 


be, to cut off every one (be they 
never ſo many) that were concern'd _ 
in this Rebellion. But this humble and mer- 
ciful Miniſter, begs to have a Diffe- 
rence made between the deſigning 
Leaders, and the ignorant and heedleſs Mula 
titude; and obtains, that none but the know- 
- ingly Perverſe, and the Obſtinate, ſhould ſus 
fer, while the leſs guilty were permitted to 
live and learn by their Example. In ſhort, 
Korah, with the Two hundred and fifty Le- 
vites, was ſtruck by Lightning, while the Cen- 
ſers were in the Hands, and Dathan 
and Abiram, with all their open A- 
bettors, ſwallowed up by an Earth- 
quake. 4 SE 

Though one might well have expected ſo 


— Fer. 22. 


— Ver. 31, 
32, 33» 356 


exemplary a Judgment would have availed to 


filence all future Murmers, and - Ambitious 
Diſcontents; yet had it a quite contrary Effect 
upon this reſtleſs and untractable Body of 


Men. Friends, and Favourites, Relations, 


and Dependants, ſpirit up the Thoughtleſs 
Multitude with falſe Arguments about Juſtice, 
Severity, Lenity and Compaſſion. The Cauſe 
of N their Government, and their 
Laws, ſoon gave place to that of private Men, 
though Criminal and Rebellious. Moſes and 
Aaron are ſtraitly accuſed for executing” the 
Laws of that Divine Conſtitution that was the 
Foundation of fuch Bl upon them; were 
complained of, as Hard and Uncharitable, in 


not ufing their — for their W 
h 1e* 


10 The Wiſdom of a Government, in 
Brethren, but rather contributing to the Di- 
ſtruction of thoſe (and that in ſuch Numbers 
too) that were Members of GO D's on 
Church and peculiar Nation. 

But on the morrow all the Congregation of 
the Children of Iſrael murmured agamſt Moſes, 
and againſt Aaron, ſaying, Te have killed the 
People of the Lord. 

rom the whole of which Tranſaction, I 

think it natural for us to gather the following 
Obſervations. | | 


1. The Difficulties, Uneaſineſſes, and Miſrepre- 
ſentations the beſt Goverments are liable to, even 
under the ts Equitable and Prudent Admm- 
ration of Afanrs. | 

Tis one Demonſtration of the Imperfection 
of humane Prudence, and of the wrong Con- 
ceptions Men uſually have of preſent Happineſs 
and Grandeur, that That Power and Aſcendant 
over others, at which we ſo paſſionately aſpire, 
and level the higheſt of our Project ſhould be 
ſo incumbred with Diſturbances, even in its 
moſt juſt and legal Execution. 5 
The Bulk of Mankind are apt to Envy their 
Superiors the Height and Gayity of their Poſts; 
but ſeldom think of the Pain and Vexation 
that ſurround them. We, that look generally 
no farther than to the outward Surface _—_ 
and Things, imagine not, that where Suptema- 
Cy is lodged, there can be any Pillows of Stone, 
or Beds of Thorns. From which, tis yet too 
Plain, the very Beſt of the Great Ones are rare- 


| 

1 

b 

2 

C 

I 

1 

b 
0 


 diftributing Puniſhment or Mercy, 8c. 11 
- ly exempted, even for that very Reaſon, be- 
cauſe they are the Beſt : The Steddineſs, Ho- 
nour, and Juſtice of their Adminiſtration, be- 
ing the very Qualities which draw upon them 
the Machinations and Attempts of the Am- 

bitious, the Envious, and the Enterprizing, 
The corrupt Paſſions of humane Nature, 
roper to be practisd upon, for diſturbing the 
eace and Order of Goverment, are the eaſieſt 
of Acceſs, and the moſt pliable to Error, and to 
Delufion. The unexperienced, and thought- 
leſs Populacy, (the Body of every Nation) 
have an Ear always open to the Miſcarriages of 
thoſe above them ; each Flatterer has the Ad- 
vantage of ſuch as are at the Helm ; the Art 
of throwing Miſts before vulgar Eyes, and hin- 
dring them from ſeeing how Things are ſteer'd 
for their Protection and Advantage, lies not 
very deep; and Suggeſtions are {ſwallowed 

down, not for their Truth, but their Spight 
and Plauſibility. Innocence, in the Greateſt 
and Worthieſt, is no more an abſolute Shelter 
from Malice and Calumny, than in thoſe of 
lower Ranks; and a Fire once kindled in ſuch 
Combuſtible Matter, as is the Mind of a Mul- 
titude, ravages without Diſtinction: The De- 
liverer, and the Protector, goes for an U, * 5 
Right and Law are termed Encroachment, Exe- 
cution is called Cruelty ;; Happineſs, Miſery 5 
Freedom, Slavery ; and Agypt it ſelf, with 
its heavy Burdens, and its Iron Furnace, ſhall 
be commended, that Moſes may not want Re- 


proach, 
44 B 2 80 


| Tr Tis ; * 

12 The Wiſdom of à Government, in 

So has the All-wiſe and Supream Governor 
diſpoſed the Nature of Things here Below ; 
that popular Diſcontents ſhould be a Weight 
againſt the Pleaſures of Power ; to balance 
the Mind of every Wiſe Governor, and keep 
it clear of the Influences of its Temptatiors. 
Such an Advantage have Reſtleſs and Defigning 
Spirits upon the worſer Part of our Humanity. 
GOD himſelf, the infinite Lord over All, 
bears his Share in theſe Inconveniences : His 
Miracles, and his freſheſt Providences, avail 
not wholly to fence them off; and therefore 
all his Vicegerents upon Earth, muſt patiently 
expect, and provide againſt them the beſt they 
can. Nothing in this World is ſtable, and 
uninterrupted ; nothing, where Men have the 
Management, 1s exempt from Injury, and from 


Troubles i 


2. We may, from this Paſſage, — 
ſerve, What 1s the proper Appeal and Reſort 
pf a Fuſt Prince and Governor, under any Accu 
afions of Male- Adnimftration, viz. Ibe Aut ho 
rity by which he Aﬀs, and the Sincerity and 
Fuſtice of his Proceedings. © © 4 
Moſes his Settlement of Affairs, was by im · 
mediate Direction from Heaven. Io GOD 
therefore he firſt referred his Cauſe; and then 
challengeth the Mutinous Subject to be tried 
by the Conſtitution they could not deny them- 
ſelves to be under. Conſcious of his own In- 
tegrity, he ſtands the Teſtimony for himſelf 
and Aaron, with an Intrepidity that not 


ing 
dr 


＋ 


\ 


— —ů CE 13 
but Innocence can inſpire, and which the laſt 
Arts of Calumny and Defamation cannot ſhock 
in the Heart of a wiſe and good Man. 
It was his Comfort too, nat onl to have 
GOD as his Judge, but the eſtabliſh'd Court, 
the Senate of the Elders, to ſtand by him. He 
went unto Dathan-and Abiram, and BY 
the Elders of Iſrael were with him. 
What expreſs Revelation was to the Go- 
vernment of the Iſraelitet, the ſame are the 
ſtated Lews and Conſtitution of every 
now,. both to Prince, Miniſtry, and People; 
the Rule and only Meaſure whereby to judge 
of Prerogative of Power, or Priv ileges of © 


Subjects. 

hile 2h Rule is kept inviolated, Gover- 
nors are in the beſt Way, whether of Nature 
or of Providence, to 1 Eaſy, Honourable, 

and Peaceful in their Adminiſtration. . 
— Proceedings, and Enterprizes up- 
on Right and Law, as they are the genuine 
nn one's ſo are they the. Cauſes of 
— — Complaint thrown upon a 
ty Br its NOT ſo exalt · 
8 to work upon: 
And to defy all Demands of Reaſon and Equi- 
ty, is not Courage, but a Rage and Mad- 
— neſs beſpeaking an Incapacity to Govern, and 
— — 


. and Rebellion 
lift up themſelves Legal and Rightful 
Power, Governors have then every _ to 

7 


— 


14 The ite _ Government, in 


rely upon that can adminiſter true Comforts 
and real Support; Religion, Juſtice, Provi- 
dence, Law, Heaven, and Earth, carry forth 


. © war 'Sword, and are written upon their Ban- 


ners. And fuch impious Attempts (though 
not always unſucceſsful under the preſent State 
of human Life,) have yet a natural Tendency 
to their deſerved Fate ; to become like Waves 
upon the Shore, daſhing themſelves in Pieces 
by their own Weight; or, as the Morning- 
Dew before the Sun- Beams, periſhing by that 
_ by which 1 were produced. 


3. A Third ing farble i in this Hiſtory, 
Is, " much it becomes the Character of 4 


Wiſe and Gogd Government, in the exem 4 
Puniſhment of Tumultuous and Rebellious Subjects, 


20 — a merciful Diſtinction between the Len 


ders and Movers of Sedition, and the many that 
may have been heedleſly drawn into it. | 

Man is a reſtleſs Creature, full of Aims af- 
ter Happineſs and Pleaſure, and moſtly ready 
to drive at every ſpecious Meaſure of changing 
for the better, though at the Hazard of 1 WA 
ring ſomething that is worſe. 

Attempts upon Government, and ende 
of State; are commonly, by the Authors of ſuch 
Deſigns, ſet out wit o many Pretences of 


public Good, and ſuch promiſing Airs of Ad- 


vantages to every one that will embark in them, 
as ate not eaſily to be ſeen through by the In- 
feriox on leſs: e er 28 of e 3: 


dos Hence | 


. Mat. al AMS ao dion Mod... 


— Puniſhment or Ms aw 

Hlenee, as Mercy and Pity, axe founded in eve- 
ry ry Individual that belg's to — N our reaſona- 
ble Species, from the Conſideration of the 
Frailty and Imperfection of our Fellow-Crea- 
ture ; ſo it is a Principle worthy of the Ho- 
nour, and agreeable to the Intereſt of Publick 
Powers, in relation to Offending Subjects. 

Herein they have no leſs Precedent than 
GOD, no leſs Example than Moſes. Admi- 
rable Inſtance of a publick Spirit, and of the 
moſt generous Campaſſon] The People riſe 
up againſt their tendereſt Governors; the Go- 
vernors fall down upon their Faces, to inter- 
cede for the People! O Gad, tbe , 7 7 
God of the Spirits of all Fleſb, ſhall 
one Man ſin, and wilt thou be ral with. all 
the Congregation £ 
Where the Peace and Welfare of Mankind 
are the chief Ends of an Adminiſtration, Pu- 
niſhments are not, by way of Revenge, — ſati- 
ate the Paſſions of Ruling Powers, but for the 
Security and Honour of the whole Community. 
Penalties are not infliged for their own Sakes, 
but for general Good; nor will a merciful 
Potentate purchaſe his own Peace, by any 1 
even of Enemies, but what is neceſſary. 

But then, Men that have render'd — 
ſelves jultiy obnoxious, though by leſs Obſti- 
nate and Malicious Degrees of ſinning againſt 
Lawful Authority, muſt qualify themſelves to 
become proper Objects of its pardoning Mercy; 
when they ſee their Errors, they muſt 
frank and candid in their Acknowledgments 3 

muſt - 


16. The Wiſdom of « Govetnment, ment Ne. 


muſt give Teſtimonies of their Abhorrence; 
forſake and renounce the Abettors that miſled 
them, and return to,a Temper he Wong do 
the utmoſt Juſtioe to, and redreſs the 
of, their Country, before they can be worthy 
of its Compaſſions toward their Misfortune 
or their Crime. Even GOD and Moſes gave 
reprieve to none of the Conſpirators, but to 
ſuch as e the Summons; Ger you up from 
about. the Tabernacle "of Korah, 
Lie. TE Dathan and Abiram. Depart from 
the Tents of theſe wicked Men, and — no- 
thing of theirs, left you be confumed i in all their 
Sins. This leads toa 


4th, And Principal Reflexion from the 
Tranſaction before us; viz. That notwithſtand+ 
ing the Difficulties and Diſcouragements ariſing 
from popular Diſcontents, or the Odium that may 

pofibly accrue from 7 Pumſbment o Ae met 
Offenders; | Rulers, - s. and 
are obliged, in r ant Intereft, to — the 
laft of Legal and Exemplary Penalties, where 
Prudence, and the Honour and Safety of the Go- 
pernment, require it. 

As Laws are the only Meaſures of peaceable 
Power, and private Right, ſo Peralties, upon 
Outrages offered to them, are the only Guard 
for Obedience, - and rendring them 
effeQual to their defired Ends. 

That even Life it ſelf, therefore, ſhould be 
the Sacrifice pay'd for Difloyalty, and At- 
tempts upon the Common Peace, is abſolutely 

reaſonable 


4 


iu kunnt or Merey, Re. 17 
reaſonable and neceſſary, in whatever View 4 
you conſider Mbenen Honour — of Government 
requires it 3 It not e to maintain it, 
— ſetting it on ſuch a Foot as ſhall fix it 
free of Contempt; nor can the Head be long- 
lived, where any Member, toucht with incura- 
ble Gangrene, is permitted to hold its Place 
in ſuch a 7. | : | N WY} my - 
The whole Community demands it; every 
Subject being attacked, by an Act of Rebellion 
againſt the Power that protects him; every 
rivate Man receiving a Stab from each Hand 
iſted up againſt that which is our Common 
Security. Laſtly, even Delinquents them 
ſelves receive their Benefit, by undergoing the 
Execution of Juſtice ; as it gives them the laſt 
and higheſt Opportunity of inward Amend- 
ment and Reformation. That Depravity of 
Soul and Principles that was incurable by Ar- 
guments of Reaſon and Duty, is apt to yield 
and recover it ſelf, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, at 
the Apprehenſion of fure, ſpeedy, and publick 
Vengeance.” The Malice and Ambition that 
could receive no Check by any thing that 
reached not Life itſelf, may probably cool, 
and give place to Reperitance, upon a Profpe& 
only by way of Example to the Living, but 
even upon the Minds of ſuch as are to Die, to 
have their Iniquities thus ſet in array before 
them, and to be ſummoned to take the prefent 
Puniſhment of them: | | 


20. 0 


„ 


. & %s _— = 44 a 
_- 1 9 [——ꝛ—m *LCACO:O Oz 
ry -= 2 Kd —. = 2 - - 
Ju — 


— 5 — 


—_— — — — 
_ — — — — — 4 — 2 


——— « \ - 
z — ” 


— ho „ - r — * . — wy - 
PO — - * ·˙·˙·˙*˙ ² T—— 


3 


— 2 — — S br DT * — — — ys — — 
. ͤũl... . cc ey IO ens OW een rn 


— — e ̃ õ᷑ꝶ'w“ e / · W 
- 2 ee — 2 -— — 2 


* — x», _ net ne Gl — Bi daegoedi rep > — BN ũ Uꝛͤ—ir ——— + RG eee — — W —p;«5— 1—— = ! n — p — . . — 
* — - —_— — 3 = 


— — —— 


2 3 — " 
g — ; 


_ 
3 


* 
* 


18 The Wiſdom of a Oovernment, in 
For theſe; or ſome of theſe Reaſons;' Moſes: 
chearfully gave up himſelf to be the Miniſter 
of a moſt affrightning Puniſhment. upon the 
Mutineers of the beloved Iſrael... And upon 
the ſame ſhould every Prince and Lawful Ma- 
giſtrate have a Steddy and Courageous, Eye to 
the Honour and great Ends of his Adminiſtra- 
tion ; equally ſcorning that Weakneſs of 
Pride that is wont to tempt” unaccomphſh'd 
Minds to diſplay their Power at the Expence 
of other Mens Rights; and that low and ef- 
feminate Compaſſion that would aftright him 


from vindicating the Juſtice and Credit of his 


Goverment, and procuring his Peoples Good, 
by an undaunted Execution of Wrath upon them 
that do Evil. ny 101 ö 
In this Article alſo, behold the Pattern ſet 
before them! Nobles and Princes of the Con- 
gregation are no more exempt from Obedience 
to the Supream Power, than the meaneſt Per- 
ſon of any Tribe. Laws, the common and 
equal Barriers of National Rights, make no 
Difference in this Caſe, between the Man o 
Renown, and him that Tilleth the Ground, 
or Laboureth in his Vineyard: And the Digm- 
zy of Criminals againſt the Fundamental Eſta- 
bliſhment, ſerves for no other Argument, but 
to ſhew their Guilt to be of a deeper Dye; and 
that, as their Example was the more Pernici- 
ous, their Puniſhment ought to be the more 
Certain and Exemplar y. 

Wherefore, for Peopſe to murmur at the Sen- 
tence given, and Execution paſt upon ſuch De- 
— 2 linquents, 
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linquents, eſpecially when purſuant to their own 
Laws and for their own Safety, deſerves no other 
Return, than that of Pity upon an Ignorance, 
or rather an Indignation at an Ingratitude, 
ſtriving to bereave them of all the Bleſſings of 
a peaceful Government. | 
What I have already faid, under the forego- 
ing Obſervations, may, I hope, be thought fo 
Juſt and Natural, as to carry its own Applica- 
tion, and make it the eaſier, both to the Go- 
vernors, and People of this divided Nation, in 
whom is any true Love to its Intereſts, under 
the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, to ſee where 
lies their: Encouragement to defend and pro- 
mote it, -or their Pre judices and Miſtakes a- 
bout it. | 30 
From the Day that we became a Reformed 
Church, and a Free Nation, we have been 
infeſted with: Murmurs and Diſcontents. , And 
no Wonder it ſhould be ſo, The Chriſtian 
Korah (if it may be lawful to beſtow that Sa- 
cred. Epithet upon the Roman Uſurper on 
Chriſtian Liberties) has ever had his Band, 
nay. his Hoſt of Levites, to remonſtrate or con- 
trive againſt what we did. And as oft as ever 
we have put the Civil Power into a Channel, 
moſt agreeable to the real Intereſt of true Re- 
ligion, and the Common Good, we have had 
the Sons of Dathan riſe up, endeavouring to 
diſtrat us with a Right of Succeſſion ta 
Crowns founded no-where but in Imagination, 


and tending to nothing but Deſtruction. 
Ws C 2 Even 


20 The Wiſdom of a Qovernment, in 


Even the Glorious Rouolution, that at once 


ſo happily illuſtrated the Exgliſß Privileges, 
'ſtabliſhing the Prerogative without Tyranny, 
and our Property without Licentious Indul- 
gence, and wrought us up into a Frame that 
promiſed every Bleſſing deſirable by the great- 
eſt Princes, or the beſt Subjects; freed us not 
from the Murmuring Generation + The Gene- 
ration conſiſting either of profeſſed or ſecret 
Enemies, or ambitious Friends, whoſe Thirſt 
of Place and Power ran them into Meaſures of 


ſtraightning the Goverment, pinioning the 


Hands, ſhortning the Funds, baftling the Arms, 
and defeating all the Glorious Deſigns of our 
Firſt Deliverer againſt the Common Enemy, 
The Generation that afterward perſwaded 
Queen Anne to forſake the Counſels of the 
Old and the Honeſt, to truſt her ſelf in the 
Hands of the Toung, the Violent, or the Crafty , 
who ſoon ſtript her and us of aur Laurels, and 
ſhut up the brighteſt Reign that ever was Anna« 


lized, in Blackneſs, and Darkneſs, and Tempeſt. 


And finally, When the laſt Crifts of that 
Providence, they have been ſo "og and' often 
ſtriving to oppoſe, has now brought them to 


explain themſelves z how fully and happily 


have they done it | Demonſtrating the Rigor 
of Paſſive Obedience, by Rebellion ; and the 
Love of Mother-Church, by Perfidy and Trea- 
ſon, the flaming Characteri 
en ane en 
Surprizing Parellel between the Camp of 
Vrael, and our Britons, who have appropriated 
8 | | to 
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to themſelves the Name of Churchmen ! Be- 
tween the Dathans that inſult Moſes, ' and the 
Proteſtants that conſpire againſt a Proteſtant 
Prince ! Between the Levites ſtrugling againſt 
Aaron, and the Men in Holy Orders, from 
whom the moſt ſhining Piety, Learning, and 
Courage of their Biſhops have conciliated but 
unequal Returns of Reverence and Eſteem ! 
For ſo our Murmurers are ' firſt ſpirited into 
Treaſons, under Colour of Right "and Law; 
then murmur again, when they feel the Laws 
about to be put in Execution. They foment 
Jealouſies, out of Zeal for common Safety ; and 
then repine at the very Methods that are ta- 
ken to ſecure it. 

Yet how have all theſe Misforrunes theſe 
Ingratitudes, under Engliſb Bleſſings, ſerved to 
diſplay the — hr of our Government, 
and the Virtues of our Gracious Prince ! 
When we confider the immoveable Baſis, the 
ſure Refort of our Laws, on which he ſtands, 
and to which he ſo chearfully, religiouſly, and 
undauntedly {ends both his Enemies and his 
Friends; —_—_—— as the 
publick 'Good, - and his Peop 5 ſhall 
require; and the other, for all their Rules and 
Meaſures of promoting the Glory and Stability 
of his Crown and Dignity. 

How ought this to ſatisfy and ealiren the 
Hearts of all thoſe that act under him as Mi- 
niſters, Judges, and Magiſtrates; to know, 
and ever remember, That, in the unwelcome 
Part they may be now foroed to bear for him, 


* 


22 The Wiſclom d Government, in 
and for their Country; they are not to view 
© themſelves in the Glaſs of popular Conceptions, 
but in that of ſtated Laws and Chnſtitution; 
looking to them as their Oracles, which are 

the Rule, and, at the ſame time, the Life, 
and Joy, and Peace of their Conſciences, both 
towards God, their King, and their Fellow- 
Subjects | 

Men and Brethren, Children of the Stock 
of Proteſtant Engliſhmen, and every one amongſt 
you that value the Privileges annex d to that 
Character ! If you have had any Fears and Suſ- 
picions ſown amongſt you, concerning the Pub- 
lick Affairs; know, that you owe it as an in- 
diſpenſable Duty to God, your Country, and 
your ſelves, to have recourſe to the one plain 
Rule and Standard, whereby to regulate your 


Concluſions. 
Enquire then of the bittereſt Adverſaries of 


f 
n 
your indulgent Sovereign, whether there has | 
been a ſingle Law invaded, or an Enghſh Cu- { 
Ram ſuffered Violence? See with your own | 
Eyes, if any thing has paſſed, even in this f 

t 
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difficult Juncture of Things, unworthy.the Care 

of a vigilant Miniſtry, or the Prudence of an 

injured Legiſlature,” and your on Repreſenta- 

tives. Demand of your Clergy, the Sons of t 

Levi, whether their Churches grow thinner, 

their Liturgy more precarious, or their Arti- n 

cles or Canons fewer, fince the beginning of b 

this Auſpicious Reign? ': Ti 
If you are ſpirited into Murmuring Compaſ- 

ſions toward the Guilty, think whether no . 
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der Eye be due to your Government, labour- 
ing under that Trouble and Expence wherein 
we muſt all take our ſhare. Think how you 
would then have murmured, if the Meaſures 
that have been taken, had been unfortunatel 
omitted, or careleſly neglected; if the intend- 
ed Deſtruction had reached your Houſes, and 
laid waſte your Habitations; had you been 
fired, and plunder'd by a foreign Force, in 
Conjunction with the Perjured and Perfidious 
you are now learnt to lament at Home. 
Search and be ſatisfied, if there have any Mer- 
cies been wanting toward any that would not 
ſhut the Door of Mercy againſt themſelves ; 
that have diſcovered any Diſpoſitions to re- 
pair the Injuries they have done, and return to 
the — of their abuſed Country. Ask if 
that part of the Nation, that, by their Indiffe- 
rence, Silence, and ſcandalous Neutrality, 
have countenanced their vile Attempts, begin 
to behave with ſuch a Candor of Concern, Re- 
lenting, and Abhorrence of ſuch Practices, as 
would render it probable there would be no, 
Hazard in giving back the Lives ſo man 
times doubly forfeited. And then ſee which 
of the two it is, the Government or its Enemies 
that are inexorable. e 

If this be to lament the People of the Lord; 
no wonder the Friends and faithful Allies, that 
helped us againſt the old Enemy, were. delive- 
red up to be ſacrificed without a Tear. 

Oh! Where were all theſe Compaſſions 
ſmothered, when the valiant Hoſt of Confede- 

rates 


* 


11 2 The — 
rates for the Libettis of 
naked? How cloſe Were theſe e e 
when the Hoh 0 py Role in afſerti 
Native- Privileges, Wüs left to wallow it 5 
own Blog, "Hy dey res of 'Predchery unknown 


2 
* 


to France it elf! , * n 
aBlefed*Hatia that hath depp et Ruins 


fro ſpreading over us, and the whole 
fant” World! Happy Britain ! yet once again 
under a ſteddy Prince, guided of 2 diſcerning 
and an unanimous: Coune ; adthimiſtring Ju- 
ſtice without Inhumanity, and perfect Clemen- 

void of that Eaſineſs and puſillanimity 

would render them liable to be flatter d 


— doing whats Wrong, or fearful of * | 
uw 1s Nin and Needful. . 


" May every Tribe, every Rank, and Daten 
of Men in | this King dom, conſider theſe Bleſ: 
ſings, atid be Eaſy 100 Contented; look upon 
their Mercies, and [be Thankful; look upon their 
Laws, atid be Safe. Let Proteſtant Councils 
govern Proteſtant Nations; and let GOD 
govern the World. 


To Him be Glory, and Honour, and Thankſ: - 
s fx. * 1 and Eber. Aly, 


_ Lately Publiſh * 8 
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